Jewish Given Names

Warren Blatt

Lecture Outline:

- Religious and Secular names (shem ha-kodesh / kinnui)
- Ashkenazic naming traditions (naming of children after relatives, timely & amuletic names)
- Name Relationships: Double names (unrelated, biblical associations, calques)

- Nicknames: Yiddish names, diminutives

- Interpretation: How to recognize the given name as it appears in documents

- Russian and Polish forms (spelling, declensions)
- Anglicization: transformations and adaptations

- Most popular given names: statistics and demographics
- < http://www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/GivenNames >

Jewish Given Names, in Cyrillic (Russian) and Latin (Polish), and Hebrew alphabets:

The following two pages contain female and male Jewish given names, as found in civil registration

documents in Kielce gubernia (Russian Poland) in the late 19th century. Note that these are not necessarily
all "proper" spellings, but are spellings that were actually found in the documents.

Name Variants:

-ka, -ek, -el diminutive endings for males:
("-ka" is Slavic, "-el" or "-del" are Germanic)
* "Ber" =» "Berel", "Berko"
* "Yosef" =» "Josel", "Josek"
* "Yaakov" =% "Jankiel"
» "Hersh" =» "Herszka", "HerszIl"
-la, -dla diminutive endings for females:
* "Sheina" =¥ "Szejndla"
* "Raiza" =¥ "Rajzl"
* "Feiga" =» "Feigel"

Interchangeable letters:

Russian ¢ & 8/ Polish f & w
Polish i,j,y interchangeable.

Most vowels are interchangeable, especially
Russian a/e (Polish a/e), Russian o/y (Polish
o/u), Russian si1/u (Polish y/i).

No "H" sound in Russian.

Therefore either X or I were used.
Russian X = Polish Ch or H
Russian T’ = Polish G or H

Symbols, Kinnuim, and Calques:

Hebrew Biblical | Hebrew Yiddish
Name Symbol | kinnui calque
Yehudah i Aryeh Leib
NI O N 259
Naftali J Tzvi Hersh
Y9M9) eer 1y RN
Beniamin Ze'ev Vulf
wolf
IRARE! ANt 9oRM
Yissakhar Dov Ber
L bear .
9OV N Qya
Efraim fish Fishel
oan | * ) SY¥9




Jewish Female Given Names, in Cyrillic (Russian), Latin (Polish), and Hebrew alphabets:

Annnsa, Emnia, Omuas

Anra

Bacs, bamra

Benna, banng

bayma, baiuma

Bpaupns, bpanina

Tens

Tutna

Tompma, 'omma

IIBoupa, [IBopa

Ioba

Iobpa

HObpiHa

Enka, Dabka

Entna

3enpaa, 3enmge

3mara

3bICas

HoxgeTs, fAxera

WUpene, Unecs,
Hra, Ugka

Kennsa, Kanma

Kpanapns

Jlag, Jles

JIu6Ga

Maunka

Mapuems, Mapia
Mupnsa, Mupxks
Macs, Marmia

Martns, Mantisg

Munnns

Muxns

Haxa, Hexa

ITepns

Ilecns, Ilema

Ajdla, Eidla, Edla 971X
Alta YOOR
Basia, Basze YUNI
Bejla, Bajla yona
Bluma, Blima ynIva
Brandla, Brajna yy»Ia
Gela, Gesza YoV
Gitla, Gitel, Guta Yo
Golda NTON)
Dwojra, Dwora mRAEN}
Doba N7
Dobra, Dobrusz NIANRT
Dyna nyT
Elka, Ela NpPON
Entla, Jentl, Jeta Sy
Zelda VIOWMm
Zlata YONRR
Zysla Syon
Jochwet, Jacheta 720V
Idel, Ides, Idessa N

Ita, Idka
Kejla yorP
Krajndla, Kraina YMIP
Laja, Leja NND
Liba N2Y
Malka oSN
Mariem, Marya D>

Mirla, Mirka

Masia, Masza
Matla, Majtla YOUND
Mindla, Mina SY1rNn
Michla Yoo
Nacha, Necha mAIRb]
Perla 59y9

Pesla, Pesza YWy ,yOY9

Paiiza, Pansns, Pornsa

Poxna, Pyxas
PriBka, Pridbka
Cuma
Cypa, Copa
Lprpas, Cepiaa
Tay6a, Toyba
®eura, Panra
®paupga, Opergas

Rajza, Rajzl, Rojza  N¥™
Rochla, Ruchl 5N
Rywka, Ryfka NP9
Syma nNNnv
Sura, Sora Nv
Cyrla
Tauba, Touba NN
Feiga, Fajga Y9
Fraida, Frejdla Y199

dpyma, PpumeTsh
XaHa, XeHa
XeHmasa
XaBa
Xas
Xawnka, Xanka
Xuuma, ['mama
Xymecn, Xymecca
Yonsa, Yoecs

Fruma, Frymet VYNNI

Chana, Hana MmN
Chendla, Chinka...

Chawa, Hawa mn

Chaia, Haja N
Chaika

Hinda, Chinda VPN

Hudessa, Hudes, NoOTN

Udes, Udla, Hodel...

Hwusa, IpBs, LpBis

Irima, Hunotipa
ITag, ITanika
Mlenna, Hlanamns

MMudpa

IInpunrna

BcTeps, EcTepa
Eras

Cywia AN
Cypa, Cypojra NMaN

Paja, Pajka y»a
Szejna, Szajndla VIOV
Szyfra R
Szprinca N9V
Ester IRONR

Etel, Etka, Itta

POLISH PRONUNCIATION

Polish Alphabet:

agbcédeefghijklim
nnodprsstuwyzzz

Pronunciation:

Polish letter = English sound

c =13
ch, h = kh
é,cz,ci = ch
$,8z,s1 = sh
7,7, 1z = zh
3 = om,on
e = em,en
j =y

dz =]

I =w

W =V



Jewish Male Given Names, in Cyrillic (Russian), Latin (Polish), and Hebrew alphabets:

A6Ga, Abers Aba, Abel NAN
A6pamsb, A6paxams Abram, Abraham DNY92IR
Anrteps, AIbTep Alter *YVON
AH3enbpMBb, AHmens Anzelm, Anszel — *SVIN
Apis Arya N
ApoHD Aron 1NN
Beniamun, BenbssmMmuu

Beniamin IRARE!
Brunems Binem, Bunim *0DoNa
Beps, bepko, Bepex Ber, Berko, Berek  *qya
Bopox, Bopyxs Boruch T
Burmops Wigdor MNTNIAN
Byibd, Boand Wulf, Wolf 5NN
Temamus, I'nana Gedalia, Gdala mPap)
Tummenb Gimpel *293%)
I'ytmMaH® Gutman INNDOVN
Xepms, ['epirs, Hersz, Gersz, PN

Xepms, Xepmub...  Chersz, Herszel...
I'unens, Unen Hilel, Ilel 55N
Hasum, TyBumb Dawid 7
Manunn Daniel SNOYT
Enuzap, Eliezar, MYON
Jlensep, Jlert3zops Leizer, Lejzor

Enusins, Dnisgms Eliasz WPON

Edpoums, ®poitms  Efroim, Frojm D>I9X
Baxapiams, Cxapua Zachariasz, Scharia n>10%

3elUKb Zelik, Zelig *DYOW
3picMaH, 3ucMaHb  Zysman INRNON
HoiiHa, SIHacs Jojna, Janas my

HN3zaak, Unuk, Uiexks
Izak, Icyk, Icek PNy
Sisuks, Enseik, Auseik  Ejzyk, Aizik

Wzpauns, Cpynb Izrael, Srul SN

Hocuds, IOcexs, Josef, losek, qoP
Hocens, Hocexk... Josel, Josek...

Hoens Joel ONY

Kanma Kalma, Kalman M5p

Kymens, Kucensb Kuszel, Kisiel ~ 9NOMp»

Je6, Jleit6ycs, Leib, Lejbus, *9»YH
Jlen6xka, Jlesex... Leibka, Lewek...

JIuna, JIunmMaHb Lipa, Lipman  *)RN9>5
Jutmans Litman

Maiauxsb Majlich TONDIONR

Meep, Maep, Maitep Meir, Maier, Majer VRN

MeHgens, Mendel, Medl,  *57yn
Maus, MyHBICE Man, Munys

Muxensb Michel SNOM

Yiddish names are denoted with an asterisk *

Morre, Mogita,
Moia, Moitrex...

Mopaka, Mopaxe,
MopTtka, MoTelns...

Hadryns

Haxman

Haxym

Hoax

Haran, Hycun, Hyra
Hucon, Hyceimb
Ilemncax, [lencak
Ilepercs, Ilepens
IInuxac, IInaKYyCH
Padans

Paxmuinb

Pyounsn, PyBun
Cayns, layn
Cengep, AlekcaHmep
Ceimxa, Cumxa
Toobwusms, TorBs
Yprich, YpBIID
Ymep

Xaumsb, laumsb
Xanxkbae, 'ackenn
Xunp, Noxenp

Mojsze, Mowsze, VYN
Mosza, Moszek...
Mordka, Mordche, Y2790

Mortka, Motel...

XenHbIX, DHOXB, [[€HOXD

Hanen, lanka
yneix
®dansens, PanBym
dunienap
IMancs, Ciames
Mas
Iers, Mis
Osgcent
IIumon
IIummron
Insma

Naftula YON9)
Nachman 1M
Nachum DN
Noach n)
Natan, Nusin, Nuta 1)
Nison, Nusym 197
Pejsach, Peisak No9
Perec NI9
Pinchas, Pinkus  ©NY9
Rafal SNOT
Rachmil SNNN
Rubin, Rywen 12N
Saul, Szewel SINVY
Sender 9TIDDON
Symcha NNNY
Tobiasz, Tojwia 20
Urys, Urysz YN
Uszer TUNR
Chaim, Haim o»N
Haskel, Chackiel SNjptn»
Hil, Chiel NN
Henoch, Enoch TN
Calel, Catka SNONA
Cudyk PARM]
Fajwel, Faibus ~ *¥a»9
Fiszel *5Pvir9

Szapsa, Szebsel NavY

Szaja [Isaiah] Y

Szyia [Joshua] MAATR M
Owsiej

Szymon NYNY
Szamson, Szymsia )\ UNY
Szlama MmMS5Y

Canomons, 3enmsmans  Salomon, Zelman

IImynp, 3anHBEID
Mlynum
DIxoHOH, X0Ha
HOnxka, FOna
SIkog, lakyo®
SAuKenn
Kuga

Szmul, Zajnwel SNV

Szulim DOV
Elchonon, Chona  1IN5X
Judka, Juda N7
Jakéb 1Py
Jankiel
Kiwa NDPY
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